Four 

Neringan 

Impressions 

for Hans Aaen 




Peter Dyson 

2004 



Four Neringan Impressions: 

No 1 : Waves in the Morning Rain: Moderato 
No 2: Calm Sea at Noon: Adagio 
No 3: Afternoon Storms and Games: Allegro 
No 4: Moonlight over Neringa: Andante. 

Writing any impressionistic piano pieces about the Sea is bound to raise comparisons 
with Debussy, so the obvious solution is to put a direct quotation in and leave it at 
that. These pieces were commissioned by Hans Aaen after a gathering of Baltic 
Friends in Nida, Lithuania in the autumn of 2004. 

The Kurshes Spit is a 97 kilometres long peninsula separating the Kurshes Lagoon 
from the Baltic Sea. Just over half lies in Lithuania, the rest in Russia. It is a paradise 
for birds and fishermen. Not surprisingly it was turned into a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. At its widest it is 3.8 kilometres wide, at its narrowest 380 metres. The 
dunes are alive and move with the wind. Nature still contends with the hand of man 
and it is a fragile place. The Lagoon is calm; the Baltic often not. Like all seascapes 
the play of light on cloud, and sea makes for a rapidly changing vista. Like all 
seascapes, the breath and depth of the vision leaves one in awe of the majesty of 
nature. 

The view from the window where we gathered caught our imaginations; 

the ever changing patterns of the sea and the sky and light reflected between the two. 

These impressions are but an inadequate attempt to capture the very changing moods 
of this landscape. They were written to be performed by Nellie Adbi with her skilful 
playing in mind. She first performed them in Agora, an ecumenical centre in St 
Petersburg, on 26th December 2005. 
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No 2. Calm Sea at Noon 
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No 3. Afternoon Storms and Games 
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No 4. Moonlight over Neringa 
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